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What does it mean to love Israel deeply while choosing to build your life elsewhere? In this
episode of TEXTing IRL, Elana Stein Hain and her husband, Columbia/Barnard Hillel Campus Rabbi
Yonah Hain, get personal and reflect on their family's two years living in Israel, their decision to
return to New York, and the competing demands of family, career, Jewish identity, and Zionism.
Drawing on Parashat Vaetchanan, the Shema's commandment to teach our children, and rabbinic
teachings about Moses’ longing to enter the Land of Israel, they explore the fulfillment of the self
and the challenge of making life-changing decisions in uncertain times.

This source sheet is part of the July 20, 2026 episode of the podcast TEXTing IRL - Ideas for Real Life. Host
Elana Stein Hain sits down with guests who are accomplished practitioners in their fields to explore how
classic and modern Jewish texts can help us wrestle with and act with integrity in the face of the big
dilemmas of our time.



Elana Stein Hain is the Rosh Beit Midrash and a Senior Fellow at the Kogod Research Center of the Shalom
Hartman Institute, where she serves as lead faculty and consults on the content of lay and professional
programs.

A widely well-regarded thinker and teacher, Elana is passionate about bringing rabbinic thought into
conversation with contemporary life. To this end, she hosts TEXTing IRL, a bi-weekly podcast that
considers issues relevant to Jewish life through the lens of classical and modern Torah texts; she also
teaches Talmud from the Balcony, an occasional learning seminar exposing the big ideas, questions, and

issues motivating rabbinic discussions. Elana is the author of Circumventing the Law: Rabbinic Perspectives

on Legal Loopholes and Integrity (Penn Press, 2024) which uses loopholes as a lens for understanding

rabbinic views on law and ethics.

She earned her doctorate in Religion at Columbia University and is an alumna of the Yeshiva University
Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies (GPATS) as well as the Consortium in Jewish Studies and
Legal Theory Graduate Fellowship at Cardozo School of Law. She also served for eight years as a clergy
member on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, at both Lincoln Square Synagogue and the Jewish Center,
has taught at the Wagner School at NYU, and sits on the board of Sefaria: A Living Library of Jewish Texts.

Elana is currently living in Jerusalem with her family.

Yonah Hain is the Campus Rabbi at Columbia/Barnard Hillel. He serves as a member of the Columbia
University Office of Religious Life. Yonah leads religious, educational and interfaith initiatives at Hillel with
a particular passion for interdisciplinary approaches to Jewish learning and living.

Rabbi Hain has served as teaching faculty across the Jewish world from the Shalom Hartman Institute and
Yeshivat Sha’alvim to the Drisha Institute for Jewish Education, YCT Rabbinical School, and the Hadar
Institute. He has also been a recurring contributor to the TEXTing podcast. Most recently, Yonah was a
doctoral fellow at Ben-Gurion University and a researcher at the National Library of Israel while writing
his dissertation on the role of personal agency in Rabbinic Literature.

Previously, Yonah was at NYU’s Bronfman Center, making him a New York City university rabbi for over
two decades. Yonah is currently living in Jerusalem with his family.

The Shalom Hartman Institute is a leading research and educational center serving Israel and world Jewry. We
work to enrich the moral and spiritual life of Israel and the Jewish people, deepen the commitment to pluralism
and Israel’s Jewish and democratic character, and rebuild the covenant between Israel and the Jewish world.
Through our community of outstanding scholars and educators, the Institute develops innovative responses to the
challenges of our time, cultivates a new generation of leaders and change agents, and builds transformational
educational projects that help inspire a better Judaism and a better Israel for the 21st century.

Shalom Hartman Institute of North America
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1800
New York, NY 10115
212-268-0300
info@shalomhartman.org | www.shalomhartman.org
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1. Sifre Devarim (Deuteronomy) 34
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“You shall teach diligently (v'shinantam) your children” (Deuteronomy 6:7)—
Let them be sharp in your mouth,

so that if someone asks you something,

you will not mumble through it,

but will rather reply immediately...

2. Otzar Midrashim, Midrash Petirat Moshe (The Death of Moses)
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Moses stood in prayer before the Holy Blessed One. He said before God: “Sovereign of
the Universe, if | will die because of Joshua, my student, and you’re pushing me away
because he will lead this people, he can be the leader, and I'll be his student. He can be
like the High Priest and I'll be like a regular priest. He can be like the king and I'll be like a
servant, and | will go and see the Land of Israel.” The Holy Blessed One said: “I have sworn
by My Great Name that you shall not cross the Jordan.”
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Moses replied and said before God: “Sovereign of the Universe, give me permission to be
a bird of the skies through the power of Your Name, and | will make my two arms like the
wings of dawn, and | will spread them in the air of the world above the Jordan, and | will
go and see the land!” The Holy Blessed One said to him, “If you do so, you will consider
yourself to have crossed the Jordan, and my oath will be void.”

Y2 XDIWINT YTV YY) TPY Y100 DY N33 XT M DRZIVY 1127 3y o
T2) DINND TIN2 2PN) VIR0 TING Yiopx) DWRYR dom niwk ) DPaw
£I2YY 102 299N 12 NYIY NHX DX NN T2 YITRD A2 MK TN I DN IR

7.5)2299 DINH” INIY KIN MY 9Y DINTH TiY) ,N2032 SNYIAY NN

1



Moses said before God: “Sovereign of the Universe, | will be like a fish through the power
of Your Name, and | will make my two arms like two fins and all the hairs of my body like
scales, and | will jump into the Jordan and pass through the depths, and | will go and see
The Holy Blessed One said to him: “If you do so, it will be as if you
crossed and my oath will be void. Furthermore, the depths are Jonah’s, as it says, ‘The
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the Land of Israe

depths were around me’ (Jonah 2:6).”
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Moses said before God: “Sovereign of the Universe, | will sit on the wings of the clouds,
and make me fly in the air of the world about three spans above the Jordan, so that there
will be clouds below and | above and | will go and see the land.” The Holy Blessed One
responded: “If you do so, it will be as if you crossed and my oath will be void. | also wrote
by your hand in my Torah ‘Do not move your fellow’s border,” and the air and the clouds
are written for Elijah, as it says, ‘And when God was to take up Elijah’ (2 Melachim 2:1),
and it says, ‘And Elijah went up in a storm to heaven’ (2 Melachim 2:11), and how can you
request something that is not yours?”
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Moses said before God: “Sovereign of the Universe, cut me limb by limb and throw me
above the Jordan in the hand of the angel Gabriel, and afterward let me live and stand
me on my feet so that | will go and see the land.”
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The Holy Blessed One responded: “If you do so, it will be as if you crossed and my oath
will be void.” Moses responded: “Sovereign of the Universe, show it to me as an image.”
God responded: “In this matter | will listen to you,” as it is said, ‘You will see the land from
the other side’ (Devarim 32:52).” At that time, the Holy Blessed One showed Moses all



the Land of Israel, four hundred spans by four hundred spans. God gave him power in his
eyes so that he could see it all in one look from top to bottom, the lowest and the highest,
the hidden and the revealed, the far and the near. At that time, the Holy Blessed One said
to Moses: “This is the land that | swore to Abraham” (Devarim 34:4) . ..

3. Sefer Petirat Moshe Rabbenu Alav Hashalom (The Book of the Death of Moses),
Jerusalem, 1897

This book contains the midrash on Moses’s death and its translation into Judeo-Tajik,

spoken by the Jews of Bukhara. Judeo-Tajik here is written in Hebrew letters. This book is
part of the collection at ANU — Museum of the Jewish People in Tel Aviv, Israel.



4. Sifre Devarim (Deuteronomy) 34
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“Your children” (Deuteronomy 6:7)— these are your students. And so do you find
everywhere that students are called children, for it is said: “And the children of the
prophets who were in Bet El went out to Elisha” (2 Kings 2:3). Now, were they indeed the
offspring of prophets? They were students! Rather, on this basis we know that students
are called children.
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