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Building Communities of Belonging touches on issues of belonging and identity that many 
rabbis navigate regularly in their communities. These themes relate to Shavuot as we 
think about the entirety of the Jewish people who stood at Sinai, explore who has access 
to Torah, and read the Book of Ruth with its themes of conversion and attachment to 
the Jewish people. We hope that you will find the examples and discussion questions 
included in Building Communities of Belonging useful as you frame discussions for your 
communities.  

The following are some program ideas, specifically for Shavuot, that relate to and emerge 
directly from the ideas in the white paper. Many of these suggestions could integrate the 
Discussion Questions found on pages 32-34.

“Who Stood at Sinai?” Shavuot  
Text Study
Teach a session exploring rabbinic texts about 
who stood at Sinai alongside several of the 
discussion questions about Jewish identity, 
status, and belonging.

Ruth and the Question of Joining 
the Jewish People
Pair study of the Book of Ruth with the 
white paper’s questions about conversion 
and incorporation into Jewish community, 
exploring how ancient narratives inform 
contemporary conversations. 

Community Conversation:  
Who Belongs? 
Facilitate a dialogue using several of the white 
paper’s questions to help the community 
reflect on how it understands belonging and 
participation today in their community.

Shavuot Salon on Interfaith Families
Host a small-group Shavuot conversation for 
interfaith families and others interested in 
the topic, using the discussion questions on 
intermarriage and affiliation as prompts.
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Shavuot Learning Circles  
on Belonging
Divide participants into small groups during 
the Tikkun Leil Shavuot, assigning each group 
a set of questions on identity, conversion, 
intermarriage, or adjacency to discuss and 
reflect on together. How do they see these 
questions show up in their own lives? How do 
they see them show up in your community?  

Panel: Many Paths to Sinai 
Invite congregants whose lives include 
conversion, interfaith family experiences, 
or Jewish adjacency, to share their journeys 
into Jewish life as part of a Shavuot learning 
program. This could be facilitated with 
questions, e.g. “What made Jewish communal 
participation feel accessible, and what were 
the challenges?” and “Who were the kinds of 
people—either in formal roles or not—that 
were a part of that journey?” Alternatively, 
lead the community conversation with a few 
fictitious case studies and use the discussion 
questions to guide the community’s analysis of 
the studies.  

Leadership Learning During Shavuot
Offer a special Shavuot session for synagogue 
leaders (e.g. board members or membership 
committee leadership) exploring the 
questions about policy, status, and community 
aspirations as a framework for thoughtful 
communal deliberation.

For questions or to talk through any of these 
program ideas, please reach out to Rabbi Sarit 
Horwitz at sarit.horwitz@shalomhartman.org
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