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As antisemitism and anti-Zionism rise, many North American Jews have felt less welcome in the countries 

that they call home. How do we root ourselves deeply in our Jewish identities while remaining engaged 

in and committed to the broader world? On this episode of TEXTing IRL, Elana Stein Hain and author Sarah 

Hurwitz turn to this week’s Torah portion and the concept of the ger toshav—the resident alien—to 

understand how North American Jews might navigate belonging, identity, faith, and the enduring 

challenge of embracing Jewish particularism while living in diverse societies. 

This source sheet is part of the November 10, 2025 episode of the podcast TEXTing IRL - Ideas for Real Life. Host 

Elana Stein Hain sits down with guests who are accomplished practitioners in their fields to explore how classic and 

modern Jewish texts can help us wrestle with and act with integrity in the face of the big dilemmas of our time. 
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issues relevant to Jewish life through the lens of classical and modern Torah texts; she also teaches Talmud 

from the Balcony, an occasional learning seminar exposing the big ideas, questions, and issues motivating 

rabbinic discussions. Elana is the author of Circumventing the Law: Rabbinic Perspectives on Legal Loopholes 

and Integrity (Penn Press, 2024) which uses loopholes as a lens for understanding rabbinic views on law and 

ethics.  

She earned her doctorate in Religion at Columbia University and is an alumna of the Yeshiva University 

Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies (GPATS) as well as the Consortium in Jewish Studies and Legal 

Theory Graduate Fellowship at Cardozo School of Law. She also served for eight years as a clergy member on 

the Upper West Side of Manhattan, at both Lincoln Square Synagogue and the Jewish Center, has taught at the 
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Elana is currently living in Jerusalem with her family. 
 

Sarah Hurwitz is a member of Cohort II of Rabbanut North America and the author of Here All Along: Finding 
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1. Genesis (Bereshit) 23:4 

 מִלְּפָנָי׃  מֵתִי וְאֶקְבְּרָה  עִמָּכֶם אֲחֻזַּת־קֶבֶר  לִי תְּנוּ עִמָּכֶם אָנֹכִי גֵּר־וְתוֹשָׁב

“I am a resident alien with you; give me a burial site among you, so that I can bury my dead.” 

2. Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, “A Stranger and a Resident,” in Rabbi Abraham Besdin, 

Reflections of the Rav: Lessons in Jewish Thought, vol. 1, 1979, p. 169 

Abraham's definition of his dual status, we believe, describes with profound accuracy the 
historical position of the Jew who resides in a predominantly non-Jewish society. He was a 

resident, like other inhabitants of Canaan, sharing with them a concern for the welfare of 

society, digging wells, and contributing to the progress of the country in loyalty to its 
government and institutions. Here, Abraham was clearly a fellow citizen, a patriot among 
compatriots, joining others in advancing the common welfare. However, there was another 

aspect, the spiritual, in which Abraham regarded himself as a stranger. His identification and 
solidarity with his fellow citizens in the secular realm did not imply his readiness to relinquish 
any aspects of his religious uniqueness. His was a different faith and he was governed by 
perceptions, truths, and observances which set him apart from the larger faith community. In 
this regard, Abraham and his descendants would always remain “strangers.” 

3. Leviticus (Vayikra) 25:23 

 עִמָּדִי׃  אַתֶּם  וְתוֹשָׁבִים כִּי־גֵרִים הָאָרֶץ  כִּי־לִי לִצְמִתֻת  תִמָּכֵר לאֹ  וְהָאָרֶץ

The land cannot be sold permanently, because the land is Mine; you are resident aliens with 

Me. 

4. I Chronicles (Divrei Hayamim) 29:14-15 

כִּי־גֵרִים אֲנַחְנוּ לְפָנֶי�   וְכִי מִי אֲנִי וּמִי עַמִּי כִּי־נַעְצֹר כֹּחַ לְהִתְנַדֵּב כָּזאֹת כִּי־מִמְּ� הַכֹּל וּמִיָּדְ� נָתַנּוּ לָ�׃
 וְתוֹשָׁבִים כְּכׇל־אֲבֹתֵינוּ כַּצֵּל יָמֵינוּ עַל־הָאָרֶץ וְאֵין מִקְוֶה׃  

Who am I and who are my people, that we should have the means to make such a freewill 

offering; but all is from You, and it is Your gift that we have given to You. We are strangers with 

You, and we are those who settle, like our fathers; our days on earth are like a shadow, with 
nothing in prospect. 
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עִמָּכֶם  אָנֹכִי  וְתוֹשָׁב  "גֵּר  כג,ד)  (בראשית  שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר:  גֵּר,  עַצְמוֹ  קָרָא  גֵּר,  .אַבְרָהָם  עַצְמוֹ  קָרָא  דָּוִד   "
עַל   יָמֵינוּ  כַּצֵּל  אֲבֹתֵינוּ,  כְּכָל  וְתוֹשָׁבִים  לְפָנֶי�,  אֲנַחְנוּ  גֵרִים  "כִּי  (דברי הימים א כט,טו)  שֶׁנֶּאֱמַר: 

 הָאָרֶץ וְאֵין מִקְוֶה." וְאוֹמֵר: (תהלים לט,יג) "כִּי גֵר אָנֹכִי עִמָּ�, תּוֹשָׁב כְּכָל אֲבוֹתָי." 

Abraham called himself a stranger, viz.: (Genesis 23:4) "I am a resident alien with you." David 

called himself a stranger, viz.: (Psalms 119:19) "I am a stranger in the land," and: (I Chronicles 

29:15) " We are strangers with You, and we are those who settle, like our fathers; our days on 
earth are like a shadow, with nothing in prospect." And it is written: (Psalms 39:13) "For a 

stranger am I with You, a sojourner as all of my ancestors." 
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