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In this episode of TEXTing, Elana Stein Hain and Yonah Hain explore the story of Jonah and the
fish -- the story traditionally read as haftorah on Yom Kippur afternoon -- through the lens of
Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer, Chapter 10, Section 9. Through this powerful midrash, Elana and Yonah
discuss how temporarily seeking shelter from our problems can help us approach them in a more
thoughtful and healthy way. They ask the question: what’s your fish?

This source sheet is part of the June 17, 2024 episode of the podcast TEXTing with Elana Stein Hain
which delves deeply into Jewish texts to guide and inspire us as we grapple with the concerns and
meaning of this moment. Join Elana as she addresses the issues of our day through the lens of
classical Jewish texts in conversation with Hartman scholars.



Dr. Elana Stein Hain is the Rosh Beit Midrash and a senior research fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute
of North America, where she serves as lead faculty, engages in research and curriculum development and
consults on the content of lay and professional leadership programs. A widely well-regarded teacher and
scholar, Elana is passionate about bringing rabbinic thought into conversation with contemporary life. To
this end, she hosts TEXTing a bi-weekly podcast that considers issues relevant to Jewish life through the
lens of classical and modern Torah texts; she also teaches Talmud from the Balcony, an occasional learning
seminar exposing the big ideas, questions, and issues motivating rabbinic discussions. She is the author of
Circumventing the Law: Rabbinic Perspectives on Legal Loopholes and Integrity (Penn Press, 2024) which
uses loopholes as a lens for understanding rabbinic views on law and ethics. Elana also contributes to For
Heaven’s Sake, a bi-weekly podcast with Donniel Hartman and Yossi Klein Halevi, exploring contemporary
issues related to Israel and the Jewish world. She earned her doctorate in Religion at Columbia University
and is an alumna of the Yeshiva University Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies (GPATS) as
well as the Consortium in Jewish Studies and Legal Theory Graduate Fellowship at Cardozo School of Law.
She also served for eight years as a clergy member on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, at both Lincoln
Square Synagogue and the Jewish Center, has taught at the Wagner School at NYU, and sits on the board
of Sefaria: A Living Library of Jewish Texts.

Rabbi Yonah Hain is a faculty member at the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America. He is the
Campus Rabbi of Columbia University, where he leads the educational and religious initiatives of
Columbia/Barnard Hillel’s robust pluralistic Jewish community. Yonah is an adjunct faculty member at YCT
Rabbinical School, and he has begun coursework towards a doctorate in Talmud and Rabbinics. With his
previous work at the Bronfman Center at NYU, Yonah has been a New York City campus rabbi for fifteen
years.

The Shalom Hartman Institute is a leading center of Jewish thought and education, serving Israel and
North America. Our mission is to strengthen Jewish peoplehood, identity, and pluralism; to enhance the
Jewish and democratic character of Israel; and to ensure that Judaism is a compelling force
for good in the 21st century.

Shalom Hartman Institute of North America
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1450
New York, NY 10115
212-268-0300
info@shalomhartman.org | www.shalomhartman.org



|. Battle

1. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer Chapter 10, section 9

The fish said to Jonah, Don’t you not know that my day

had arrived to be devoured by the Leviathan's (literally:
to be eaten in the mouth of the Leviathan)? Jonah
replied, Take me to him, Jonah said to the Leviathan, On

your account have | descended to see your abode in the
sea, because in the future | will put a rope in your
tongue, and | will bring you up and prepare slaughter

you for the great feast of the righteous. (Jonah) showed

it the seal of Abraham (i.e., his brit milah!) saying, Look

at the covenant (seal), and the Leviathan saw it and fled
before Jonah a distance of two days' journey.
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Il. Sightseeing Tour

2. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer Chapter 10, section 9

Jonah said to the fish, Behold, | have saved you from
the mouth of Leviathan, show me what is in the sea and
in the depths.

It showed him the great river of the waters of the
Ocean, as it is said, "The deep was round about me"
(Jonah 2:6),

and it showed him the paths of the Reed Sea through
which Israel passed, as it is said, "The reeds were
wrapped about my head" (ibid.);

and it showed him the place from where the waves of
the sea and its billows flow, as it is said, "All Your waves
and Your billows passed over me" (Jonah 2:3);

and it showed him the pillars of the earth in its
foundations, as it is said, "The earth with her bars for
the world were by me" (Jonah 2:6);

and it showed him Gehinnom, as it is said, "Yet You
have brought up my life from destruction, O Lord, my
God" (ibid.); and it showed him the lowest hell, as it is
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said, "Out of the belly of Sheol | cried, and You heard
my voice" (Jonah 2:2);

and it showed him (what was) beneath the Temple of
God, as it is said,"(l went down) to the bottom of the
mountains" (Jonah 2:6).

From here we learn that Jerusalem stands upon seven
(hills), and he saw there the Foundation Stone fixed in
the depths beneath the Temple of God. He saw there
the sons of Korah standing and praying over it.

lll. Jonah Praying

3. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer Chapter 10, section 9

The fish said to Jonah, Behold you are standing beneath
the Temple of God, pray and you will be answered.
Forthwith Jonah said to the fish, Stand in the place
where you are, because | wish to pray. The fish stood
(still), and Jonah began to pray before the blessed Holy
One.

And Jonah said before God: Sovereign of all the
Universe! You are called "the One who sends down and
raises up." I have descended, and you have raised me up.
You have been called “the One who kills and revives”:
behold, my soul has reached death. Now restore me to
life.

But he was not answered until this word came forth
from his mouth, "What | have vowed | will perform"
(Jonah 2:9), namely, | vowed to draw up Leviathan and
to slaughter it before You, | will perform (this) on the day
of the Salvation of Israel, as it is said, "Immediately the
blessed Holy One hinted (to the fish) and it vomited out
Jonah, as it is said, "And the Lord spoke to the fish, and
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land" (Jonah 2:10).

NI L, TPNNN INY INNIMN
PRIV IRY 1IN (2,2 MHY)
/2P DYY

/2 M) NIV N 9D NI
"INTY DN APV "R

Dy DWWV PTNY DX NN
YININ ,NTIY NN 0N DYV
NN NYMNNA NP PNV 1IN
DTN NIP M), N 9N

PO POYaNM

NN OIN LMY TN D NN
259NN N YOO NNN TN
THIY : XTI MY PN .Y NN
Upan NV Ty DIpna
31 2XNNM XTN THY D59NND

,N"2pN »aY Yoannb

INIPY Y'WAY o MAD NN
0N — ONTY N0V TN
YY) MM ,MINNI NINN NRIP)

2NN — NND DY

73 927 YO0 XYW TY NIV XY
SNOUN ONITY) AUNR IIND
MY AR MOYND ONITI IUN
D2 DOYN TN IMN M
N"APN W TN LINIY NI
,22 7)) IMNIY I DX OV
MY NN NP XT2 N IPNN: (N

"Y1 DN



IV. The Leviathan in Job
4, Job 40

25 Can you draw out Leviathan by a fishhook? YYDV 5‘.‘“‘\:1' n2aN3 13]217 TJUnNN Nd
Can you press down his tongue by a rope? :1';'\9?

28 Will he make an agreement with you to be : ©21y T2y2 1)!’1Qﬁ TRY 5’92 N0 ND
taken as your lifelong slave?

5. Job 41

7 His protective scales are his pride, locked with a ﬂ;‘ﬁh '\ﬂi?f DD PPN MN) 3
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binding seal. N

20 No arrow can put him to flight; slingstones turn  "123703 Y29 NV 12 NNPI2NY O
into stubble for him. DYIPIAN YD

23 He makes the depths seethe like a cauldron; he DY) o¥ NN P NN XD
makes the sea [boil] like an ointment-pot. NP



