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In this episode of TEXTing, Elana Stein Hain and Yonah Hain explore the story of Jonah and the 
fish -- the story traditionally read as haftorah on Yom Kippur afternoon -- through the lens of 
Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer, Chapter 10, Section 9. Through this powerful midrash, Elana and Yonah 
discuss how temporarily seeking shelter from our problems can help us approach them in a more 
thoughtful and healthy way. They ask the question: what’s your fish?  

This source sheet is part of the June 17, 2024 episode of the podcast TEXTing with Elana Stein Hain 
which delves deeply into Jewish texts to guide and inspire us as we grapple with the concerns and 
meaning of this moment. Join Elana as she addresses the issues of our day through the lens of 
classical Jewish texts in conversation with Hartman scholars.  



 

 

Dr. Elana Stein Hain is the Rosh Beit Midrash and a senior research fellow at the Shalom Hartman Institute 
of North America, where she serves as lead faculty, engages in research and curriculum development and 
consults on the content of lay and professional leadership programs. A widely well-regarded teacher and 
scholar, Elana is passionate about bringing rabbinic thought into conversation with contemporary life. To 
this end, she hosts TEXTing a bi-weekly podcast that considers issues relevant to Jewish life through the 
lens of classical and modern Torah texts; she also teaches Talmud from the Balcony, an occasional learning 
seminar exposing the big ideas, questions, and issues motivating rabbinic discussions. She is the author of 
Circumventing the Law: Rabbinic Perspectives on Legal Loopholes and Integrity (Penn Press, 2024) which 
uses loopholes as a lens for understanding rabbinic views on law and ethics. Elana also contributes to For 
Heaven’s Sake, a bi-weekly podcast with Donniel Hartman and Yossi Klein Halevi, exploring contemporary 
issues related to Israel and the Jewish world. She earned her doctorate in Religion at Columbia University 
and is an alumna of the Yeshiva University Graduate Program in Advanced Talmudic Studies (GPATS) as 
well as the Consortium in Jewish Studies and Legal Theory Graduate Fellowship at Cardozo School of Law. 
She also served for eight years as a clergy member on the Upper West Side of Manhattan, at both Lincoln 
Square Synagogue and the Jewish Center, has taught at the Wagner School at NYU, and sits on the board 
of Sefaria: A Living Library of Jewish Texts.   

Rabbi Yonah Hain is a faculty member at the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America. He is the 
Campus Rabbi of Columbia University, where he leads the educational and religious initiatives of 
Columbia/Barnard Hillel’s robust pluralistic Jewish community. Yonah is an adjunct faculty member at YCT 
Rabbinical School, and he has begun coursework towards a doctorate in Talmud and Rabbinics. With his 
previous work at the Bronfman Center at NYU, Yonah has been a New York City campus rabbi for fifteen 
years.  
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I. Battle 

1. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer Chapter 10, section 9 

The fish said to Jonah, Don’t you not know that my day 
had arrived to be devoured by the Leviathan's (literally: 
to be eaten in the mouth of the Leviathan)? Jonah 
replied, Take me to him, Jonah said to the Leviathan, On 
your account have I descended to see your abode in the 
sea, because in the future I will put a rope in your 
tongue, and I will bring you up and prepare slaughter 
you for the great feast of the righteous. (Jonah) showed 
it the seal of Abraham  (i.e., his brit milah!) saying, Look 
at the covenant (seal), and the Leviathan saw it and fled 
before Jonah a distance of two days' journey. 

 התא ןיא :הנויל גדה ול רמא
 לש ויפב לכאהל ימוי אבש עדוי
 ינכילוה :הנוי ול רמא ?ןתיול
 ךליבשב :ןתיולל הנוי רמא ,ולצא
 ינאש ךרודמ םוקמ תוארל יתדרי
 ךנושלב לבח ןתיל דיתע
 הדועסל ךתוא חובזלו ךתולעהלו

 והארה ,םיקידצ לש הלודגה
 טבה :רמא ,םהרבא לש ומתוח
 ינפמ חרבו ןתיול הארו ,תירבל
 .םימי ינש ךלהמ הנוי

II. Sightseeing Tour 

2. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer Chapter 10, section 9 

Jonah said to the fish, Behold, I have saved you from 
the mouth of Leviathan, show me what is in the sea and 
in the depths. 

 לש ויפמ ךיתלצה ירה :ול רמא
 םיבש המ לכ ינארה ,ןתיול
 ,תומוהתבו

It showed him the great river of the waters of the 
Ocean, as it is said, "The deep was round about me" 
(Jonah 2:6),  

and it showed him the paths of the Reed Sea through 
which Israel passed, as it is said, "The reeds were 
wrapped about my head" (ibid.); 

 ימימ לש לודג רהנ והארהו
 :)ו ,ב הנוי( רמאנש ,סונייקוא
  ,"ינִבֵבְסֹיְ םוֹהתְּ"

 וכותב ורבעש ףוס םי והארהו
 ףוּס" :)ו ,ב הנוי( רמאנש ,לארשי

  "ישִׁאֹרלְ שׁוּבחָ

and it showed him the place from where the waves of 
the sea and its billows flow, as it is said, "All Your waves 
and Your billows passed over me" (Jonah 2:3);  

and it showed him the pillars of the earth in its 
foundations, as it is said, "The earth with her bars for 
the world were by me" (Jonah 2:6); 

 וילגו םי ירבשמ םוקמ והארהו
 :)ד ,ב הנוי( רמאנש ,ונממ םיאצוי
  ,"וּרבָעָ ילַעָ Nילֶּגַוְ Nירֶבָּשְׁמִ לכָּ"

 ,הינוכמו ץרא ידומע והארהו
 הָיחֶרִבְּ ץרֶאָהָ" :)ז ,ב הנוי( רמאנש
  ,"םלָוֹעלְ ידִעֲבַ

and it showed him Gehinnom, as it is said, "Yet You 
have brought up my life from destruction, O Lord, my 
God" (ibid.); and it showed him the lowest hell, as it is 

 ,ב הנוי( רמאנש ,םנהיג והארהו
  ,"יהXָ-אֱ 'ה ייַּחַ תחַשַּׁמִ לעַתַּוַ" :)ז
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said, "Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and You heard 
my voice" (Jonah 2:2); 

 רמאנש ,תיתחת לואש והארהו
 יתִּעְוַּשִׁ לוֹאשְׁ ןטֶבֶּמִ" :)ב ,ב הנוי(

  ,"ילִוֹק תָּעְמַשָׁ

and it showed him (what was) beneath the Temple of 
God, as it is said,"(I went down) to the bottom of the 
mountains" (Jonah 2:6). 

 ,ב הנוי( רמאנש ,'ה לכיה והארהו
 ,"יתִּדְרַיָ םירִהָ יבֵצְקִלְ" :)ז

From here we learn that Jerusalem stands upon seven 
(hills), and he saw there the Foundation Stone fixed in 
the depths beneath the Temple of God. He saw there 
the sons of Korah standing and praying over it.  

 לע םילשוריש ןידמל ונא ןאכמ
 והארה ,תדמוע איה םירה העבש
 תחת תומוהתב העובק היתש ןבא
 םידמוע חרק ינבו ,'ה לכיה
 .הילע ןיללפתמו

III. Jonah Praying 

3. Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer Chapter 10, section 9 

The fish said to Jonah, Behold you are standing beneath 
the Temple of God, pray and you will be answered. 
Forthwith Jonah said to the fish, Stand in the place 
where you are, because I wish to pray. The fish stood 
(still), and Jonah began to pray before the blessed Holy 
One. 

 התא ירה ,הנוי :גדה ול רמא
 ללפתה ,'ה לכיה תחת דמוע
 דומע :גדל הנוי רמא .הנענ התאו
 שקבמ ינאש ךדמע םוקמב
 הנוי ליחתהו גדה דמע .ללפתהל
 ,ה"בקה ינפל ללפתהל

And Jonah said before God: Sovereign of all the 
Universe! You are called "the One who sends down and 
raises up." I have descended, and you have raised me up. 
You have been called “the One who kills and revives”: 
behold, my soul has reached death. Now restore me to 
life. 

 תארקנ ,ע"שבר :וינפל רמאו
 ;ינלעה – יתדרי ,הלעמו דירומ
 ישפנ ירה ,היחמו תיממ תארקנ

 ,ינייחה – תומל העיגה

But he was not answered until this word came forth 
from his mouth, "What I have vowed I will perform" 
(Jonah 2:9), namely, I vowed to draw up Leviathan and 
to slaughter it before You, I will perform (this) on the day 
of the Salvation of Israel, as it is said, "Immediately the 
blessed Holy One hinted (to the fish) and it vomited out 
Jonah, as it is said, "And the Lord spoke to the fish, and 
it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land" (Jonah 2:10). 

 הז רבד ויפמ אציש דע ,הנענ אלו
 ,המלשא יתרדנ רשא :רמאו

 ןתיול תא תולעהל יתרדנ רשא
 םויב םלשא ךינפל ותוא חובזלו
 ה"בקה זמר דימ ,לארשי תעושי
 ,ב הנוי( רמאנש ,הנוי תא ךילשהו
 הנָוֹי תאֶ אקֵיָּוַ גדָּלַ 'ה רמֶאֹיּוַ" :)אי

 ."השָׁבָּיַּהַ לאֶ
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IV. The Leviathan in Job 

4. Job 40 

25 Can you draw out Leviathan by a fishhook? 
Can you press down his tongue by a rope? 

 עַיקִ֥שְׁתַּ לבֶחֶ֗בְוּ֝ הכָּ֑חַבְּ ןתָ֣יָוְלִ ^שֹׁ֣מְתִּ הכ
 ׃וֹנֽשֹׁלְ

28 Will he make an agreement with you to be 
taken as your lifelong slave? 

׃םלָֽוֹע דבֶעֶ֣לְ וּנּחֶ֗קָּתִּ֝ ^מָּ֑עִ תירִ֣בְּ תרֹ֣כְיִהֲ חכ  

5. Job 41 

7 His protective scales are his pride, locked with a 
binding seal. 

 םתָ֥וֹח רוּג֗סָ֝ םינִּ֑גִמָ יקֵ֣יפִאֲ הוָאֲגַּ֭ ז
 ׃רצָֽ

20 No arrow can put him to flight; slingstones turn 
into stubble for him. 

־וּכפְּהְנֶ שׁקַ֗לְ֝ תשֶׁקָ֑־ןבֶ וּנּחֶ֥ירִבְיַ־אֹל כ
 ׃עלַקָֽ־ינֵבְאַ וֹל֥

23 He makes the depths seethe like a cauldron; he 
makes the sea [boil] like an ointment-pot. 

 םישִׂ֥יָ םיָ֗֝ הלָ֑וּצמְ ריסִּ֣כַּ חַיתִּ֣רְיַ גכ
 ׃החָֽקָרְמֶּכַּ

 


