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In the City of Slaughter

Get up, go to the city of slaughter and you will
come to the courtyards,

And with your eyes you will see and with your
hands you will touch the fences

And the wood and the stones and on the
plaster walls

The congealed blood and the hardened brains
of the fallen.

From there you will come to the ruins and you
will pass over the breaches

And you will cross over the perforated walls
and the demolished ovens,

Into a place where the smashing deepened
and crushed, widened, enlarged the holes,

Uncovering the black stone and exposing the
burnt brick,

And they appear as open mouths of wounds
mortal and black

Which no longer have a remedy nor will have
a cure,

And your feet will drown in the feathers and
stumble upon many heaps

Of broken splinters and tiny Jragments and
ruins of books and parchments,

Destruction of inhuman deed and double fruit
of rigorous act;

Title: Jeremiah 7:32. 1: Genesis 12:1 & 28:2.
2: Deuteronomy 3:27. 6: Leviticus 11:35. 7: Isaiah 30:33.
11: Jeremiah 13:16. 13: Psalms 73:5; Exodus 1:13 & 14.
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Do not remain at the ruin but continue Srom
there on your way—

The acacias bloom opposite you and sprinkle
spices into your nostrils,

Their buds half feathers and their odor like
the odor of blood;

In spite of your anger and your wrath their
strange incense will bring

The pleasure of spring into your heart—and
you will not find it loathsome;

And with ten thousand golden arrows the sun
will pierce your liver

And from every glass splinter seven beams will
rejoice at your calamity.

For God called forth the Spring and slaughter
together:

The sun shone, the acacia bloomed and the
slaughterer slaughtered.

And you will flee and come to a courtyard,
and in that courtyard a mound—

Upon this mound are beheaded two: a Jew
and his dog.

One axe beheaded them and on one dung-
heap were they thrown,

And in the mixing blood of the two, pigs
scratch and roll themselves;

Tomorrow will the rain descend and wash it
away to one of the wasteland streams—

No more will the blood cry out from the
gutters and from the dung-heaps,

14: Leviticus 19:16 & Obadiah 1:14. 17: Jeremiah 32:31;
Exodus 30:9. 18: Numbers 11:20. 19: Proverbs 7:23.

20: Proverbs 1:26 & 17:5. 21: Il Kings8:1. 22: Nahum 3:17.
27: Isaiah 7:19. 28: Genesis 4:10.
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For in a great deep will it be lost or irrigate a
thornbush to abundance—

And everything will be as nought, and
everything will return as though it never was.

And to the attics you will climb and stand
there in the darkness—

Still the fear of bitter death hovers in the silent
dark;

And from the dim holes and from the corner
shadows

Eyes, behold, silent eyes observing you.

Spirits of the “martyrs” are they, mournful
and desolate souls,

Confined to one corner beneath the rooftop—
and silent.

Here the axe found them and to this place did
they come

To seal here with the glances of their eyes for
the last time

All the sorrow of their senseless death with all
the curse of their lives,

And nestle here sweating and fearful, and
together from their hiding-places

Silently demanding satisfaction for their
shame with their eyes asking: Why?—

Who but God is there in the land who can
bear such a silence?

You lift your eyes roofward—and behold also
its tiles are silent,

29: Isaiah 51:10 & Psalms 36:7.
32: 1 Samuel 15:32. 34: Psalms 66:7; Proverbs 15:3.
42: Psalms 77:14. 43: Ezekiel 18:12.
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Overshadowing you and keeping quiet, and
you ask of the spiders;

Living witnesses are they, eye-witnesses, and
they inform you of all that took place:

A tale of a belly torn open and filled with
feathers,

A tale of nostrils and nails, of skulls, and
hammers,

A tale of men slaughtered who were hung on
beams,

And a tale of a suckling who was found at the
side of his stabbed mother

While he slept and in his mouth the nipple of
her cold breast;

A tale of a child who was torn asunder uttering
his last “Mama!”—

And behold also his eyes are here, asking an
accounting of me.

The spider will recount to you more of these
and of those

Tales piercing the brain with the power to put
to death

Your spirit and your soul, a complete eternal
death—

Yet you restrain yourself and strangle within
your throat the groan

And you bury it within the innermost recesses
of your heart before it erupts,

And you jump up from there and go out—and
behold the land is its usual self,

And the sun as heretofore, wasting its
brilliance earthward.

44: Genesis 24:57 & Joshua 9:14. 45: Joshua 2:23.
52: Deuteronomy 10:12. 59: Genesis 31:2 & 5; Genesis 38:9.
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And you will go down from there and will
come to the dark cellars,

A place where the daughters of your people
were defiled among the vessels,

Each woman under seven uncircumcised
ones,

The daughter before the eyes of her mother
and the mother before the eyes of her
daughter,

Before slaughtering and at the moment of
slaughtering and after slaughtering;

And with your hand you will touch the defiled
pillow and the cushion dyed-red,

Lair of wild boars and resting-place of horse-
like men

With an axe dripping boiling blood in their
hands.

. And behold, yea behold: In the darkness of

that corner,

Beneath this matzah -trough and behind that
cask,

Lay husbands, bridegrooms, brothers,
peeping from the holes

While holy bodies quivered beneath asses’
flesh,

Being strangled in their impurity and
swallowing the blood of their throats,

And like a man dividing his delicacies so the
abominable goi divides their flesh—

Lying down in their shame and seeing—
neither stirring nor moving,

61: Ezekiel 13:17. 66: Psalms 80:14. 68: | Samuel 24:11.
70: Song of Songs 2:9. 71: Ezekiel 23:20. 72: Job 39:30.
73: Daniel 11:26; Isaiah 49:7. 74: Jeremiah 3:25; Esther 5:9.
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Their eyes they did not gouge out nor did they
go out of their mind—

But, perhaps, a man even prayed in his heart
JSor his life:

“Master of the world, make a miracle—and let
not evil come upon me.”

And those who survived their defilement and
awoke from their blood—

Behold all their lives were they abhorred and
the light of their world was defiled

Eternally abhorred, defiled in body and soul,
outside and in—

And their husbands burst forth from their
holes and ran to God’s house

And praised the Name of God, their Salvation
and their Refuge, for the miracles;

And the priests among them went out and
asked their Rabbi:

“Rabbi! My wife, what is she? Permitted or
Jorbidden”?—

And everything will return to its usual
manner, everything will return to its proper
form.

And now come and let me bring you to all the
hiding-places:

Toilets, pig-pens and other filthy places,

And you will see with your own eyes where
were the hiding-places of

75: Judges 16:21. 77: Jeremiah 5:12 & Micah 3:11.
81: Genesis 28:22 & Judges 17:5. 82: Psalms 18:3.
86-88: I Samuel 23:23.
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Your brothers, sons of your people and
grandsons of the Maccabees,

90  The great-grandsons of lions mentioned in
“The Father of Mercy”* and seed of the
“martyrs,”

Twenty souls in one hole and thirty, yea,
thirty,

Who exalted My Glory in the world and
sanctified My Name among the many . . .
They fled the flight of mice and hid themselves

in a hiding-place of bedbugs,
And died the death of dogs there where they
were found,

95 And the next morning—the surviving son
went out

And found there the corpse of his father blood-

stained and despised———

Why do you cry, son of man, and why do you
cover

Your face with your hands—Gnash your
teeth and melt away!

And you will go down the slope of the city and
find a vegetable garden,
100  And with the garden a large stable, the stable
of slaughter.

89: Leviticus 19:18 & Ezekiel 3:11 &33:2. 93: Leviticus 26:36.
94: Judges 17:8&9. 96: Psalms 15:4. 97: Jeremiah 51:43 &
Ezekiel2:1&3. 97-98: IKings19:13. 98: Lamentations2:16,
99: I Samuel 9:25; Deuteronomy 11:10 & | Kings 21:2.

—————

**Av haRachamim”—prayer of Jewish liturgy for martyred Jewish com-
munities. Composed in the 10th or 11th century. Recited Sabbath
morning.
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Like a giant camp of owls and fearsome bats

Which are spread over their slain blood-
drunk and spent.

There upon the stable ground are spread out

Wheels with spokes spread out like fingers
sent forth to murder,

And their points still stained with the blood of
man and brain.

Toward evening, as the sun declines
westward,

Enveloped in clouds of blood and girded with
flaming fire,

You will open the gate softly and come to the
stable

Dark fear devours you, a chasm of horror
unknown:

Terror, terror round abour . .
the stable,

It rests upon the walls and s pressed within
the silence.

And from underneath the heaps of wheels,
Sfrom between the holes and fissures,

Skin you will feel like the spasm of crushed
limbs,

Shifting the wheels heaped high upon their
backs,

Twisting in their agony and rolling in their
blood;

A last muffled groan—a tortured faint sound

. it wanders in

102: Amos 6:4; Deutemnomy 32:42 & [sajah 49:26,

103: Numbers 11:32. 104: Isaiah 58:9.

105: Isaiah 9:4. 106. Judges 19:9. 107: Hosea 7:6 &
Lamentations 2:3.  108. Ezekiel 46:12. 109: Genesis 15:12,
110: Jeremiah 6:25 & Psalms 31:14.  115: Ezekiel 16:6 & 22,
116: Exodus 32:18.
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Above your head is still suspended qs if
congealed,

Like troubled Sorrow, eternal sorrow, excited
there and afraid,

It is the very spirit of contrition, much-
afjlicted and greatly chastised, that

Imprisons itself here within this prison-house
and

Is thrusted here into eternal wretchedness
and no longer desirous of leaving,

And one black Shechina, tired of sorrow and
exhausted,

Wanders about here in every corner but finds
no rest for itself,

Wanting to weep—but not ab le, desiring to
groan—but keeping silent,

Silently would she perish in her mourning
and secretly be strangled,

Spreading forth her wings over the shadows
of the martyrs, her head beneath her wing,

Shadowing over her tears and weeping
without speech ———_

And you, you too, son of man, close the Sate
behind you

So that you will be shut up here in the dark
and direct your eyes to the ground

And stand here g long time and become one
with the sorrow

And fill your heart with it for all the days of
your life,

119: Judges 7:14; Isaiah 57:15. 122: Job 3:17.
123: Genesis 8:9 & Lamentations 1.3.

126: I Kings 8:7; Psalms 91:4 & Ruth 2:12,

128: 11 Kings 4:4 & Ezekiel 46:12. 130: Judges 3:25.
131: Genesis3:14 & 17.
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And when your soul is destroyed and all its
strength ceases—

It will be an escape for you and a poison
Sount,

Crouched in you like a curse, waiting to
destroy you like an evil spirit.

Embracing you and oppressing you like the
oppression of a nightmare;

And in your bosom you will carry it to the
Sfour winds of the heavens,

And you will seek but not Sind for it an
expression.

And you will go to the outside of the city and
come to the cemetery,

No man will see you in Your journey and
alone will you come there,

And you will visit the Sraves of the martyrs
Sfrom the youngest of them to the eldest,

And you will stand by their crumbling dust
and I will let silence rule over you;

And your heart will melt within you from
oppression, pain, and disgrace—

And I will close your eyes; there will be no
tears,

And you will know that it is a time to low like
an ox bound for the slaughtering-place—

133: Genesis 32:9. 134: Deuteronomy 29:19;

[ Samuel 16:14 & 15. 135: Amos 2:13.

136: Numbers 11:12 & Psalms 89:51; Daniel 8:8 & 11:4.
137: Hosea 2:9 & Song of Songs 3:1 & 2; Isaiah 57:19.
138: Leviticus 14:45; Ecclesiastes 12:5.

140: Jeremiah31:33. 142: Psalms 107:39. 143: Ezekiel 24:16.
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And I will harden your heart and a sigh will
not come out,

Behold the calves of slaughter, they are lying
there all of them—

Is there reward for their death—Speak, with
what will it be paid?

Forgive me, eternally wretched, your God is
poor like you,

Poor is He in your life, so much the more so in
your death,

When tomorrow will you come for your
reward and knock upon My door—

I will say to you, come and see: I have become
impoverished!

I grieve for you, my children, and my heart,
my heart, grieves for you:

Your slain—they have been slain for nought,
and I and you

Do not know why you died, SJor whom, and
because of what you died,

There was no reason for your deaths just as
there is no reason for your lives.

And the Shechina, what does she say”—She
hides her head in the cloud

And withdraws and is ashamed because of
oppression, pain, and disgrace . . .

L, too, night after night, go down to the graves

Stand looking at the slain, shamed secretly—

However, as I live, saith the Lord, I will let no
tear descend.

3

145: Isaiah 63:17; Job 3:24. 146: Psalms 44:23.

150: 1I Kings 10:6; Genesis 30:33; Judges 19:22.

151: Malachi 3:10. 152: Il Samuel 1:26. 153: Isaiah 22:2.
160: Numbers 14:21 & 28; Jeremiah 13:17 & Lamentations 2:18.
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The pain is very great and very great is the
disgrace—

And which of the two is greater?—Speak, son
of man!

Or better—Be silent! Be my silent witness,

For you have found Me in My disgrace and
have seen Me on the day of My calamity;

And when you return to the children of your
people—do not return to them
empty-handed,

But take with you the chastisement of My
disgrace and bring it down upon their head

And take My pain with you and set it to their
bosom.

And you turn to go from the graves of the
dead, and the carpet

Of grass surrounding delays your eyes for one
moment,

The grass is tender and juicy, like it should be
at the beginning of Spring:

The buds of death and grass of graves you see
with your eyes;

And you pluck from them a handful and
scatter them behind you,

Saying: Uprooted grass is the people—is there
hope for the uprooted?

And you close your eyes from seeing them;
then will I take you and cause you to return

161: Job 2:13. 164: Jeremiah 18:17. 165: Isaiah 55:11.
166: Job 20:3; Psalms 7:17. 167: Psalms 79:12.

168: Deuteronomy 16:7. 170: Genesis 18:7.

172: Ecclesiastes 4:6. 173: Isaiah 40:7; Job 14:7.

174: Isaiah 33:15.
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From the cemetery to your brothers who
survived the slaughter,

And you will go with them on their fast-day to
their Houses of Prayer

And you will hear the cry of their destruction
and be swept away by their tears;

And the House will be full of wailing, crying,
and wild groaning,

And the hair of your flesh will stand on end
and fear will call out to you and
trembling—

Thus will groan a nation which has surely
perished . . .

You will look into their heart—behold desert
and wilderness,

And if a wrath of vengeance will grow in it—
no seed will survive,

Not even a single potent curse will it bring
Sforth from their lips.

Are their wounds then not true—why is their
prayer deceit?

Why do they lie to Me on the day of their
calamity, and what profit is there in their
lies?

Behold, yea behold: Still they rot in their
agony,

All of them steeped in tears, raising lamentation
in their wailing,

175: Numbers 14:38. 176: Isaiah 58:3 &

Jeremiah 36:6; Isaiah 56:7. 177: Isaiah 15:5.

178: Isaiah 6:4; Exodus 6:5 & Job 6:5. 179: Job 4:14-15.
182: Ezekiel 24:8; Genesis 19:32 & 34. 183: [ Kings 2:8.
184: Proverbs 27:6. 185: Psalms 18:45; Malachi 3:14.
187: lsaiah 15:3; Ezekiel 27:32.
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And behold they are beating their breasts,
confessing their sin

Saying: “We have trespassed, we have dealt
treacherously”—And their hearts will not
believe their mouths.

Can a shattered idol sin, can potsherds be
Builty?

Why then do they make supplication to Me?—
Speak to them and let them roar!

Let them raise a fist against Me; let them
demand satisfaction for their humiliation,

The humiliation of every generation from the
first unto the last,

Let them break asunder the Heavens and My
throne with their fist.

And you also, son of man, do not separate
yourself from their congregation,

Believe the plagues of their heart but do not
believe their supplication;

When the chazan raises his voice: “Do it for
the sake of the slaughtered!

Do it for the sake of the sucklings! Do it for the
nurslings!”

And the pillars of the House tremble at the
outcry of mourning,

And the hair of your flesh will stand on end
and fear will call out to you and
trembling—

188: Nahum 2:8; Leviticus 26:40 & Nehemiah 1:6.

190: Jeremiah 22:28. 191: 1Kings 1:8; 33 & 47,
Exodus 14:15. 194; Isaiah 66:1. 195: Numbers 16:21.
196: I Kings 8:38. 199: Job 9:6.
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Merciless will I be to you—do not cry bitterly
with them,

And if your roar breaks through—I will kill it
between your teeth;

They alone will desecrate their trouble—you
must not desecrate it.

Let the trouble stand throughout the
generations—trouble not lamented,

And your tears you will have stored up, tears
not spilled,

And you will build on them a fortress of iron
and copper wall

Of deadly wrath, hell-like hatred, and pent-up
enmity,

Caught in your heart and nurtured there like
a viper in its nest,

And you will suckle from each other and you
will find no rest;

And you will starve it and make it thirsty—
and afterwards destroy its wall

And on the cruel head of vipers will you send
it forth to freedom

And on the people of your wrath and pity on a
thunderous day you will unleash it.

Now go out from here and return hither at
dusk

And you will see the end of a people’s
mourning: Behold all these souls

202: Numbers 11:33 & Zechariah 9:7.

206: Ezekiel 4:2; Jeremiah 1:18.

208: Isaiah 11:8. 209: Jeremiah 45:3. 210: Ezekiel 26:12.
211: Deuteronomy32:33; Exodus 21:26 & 27. 212: Isaiah 10:6.
214: Jeremiah 12:4; Jeremiah 6:26.
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215 Who were afraid when they woke in the

220

225

morning—returned at evening and fell
asleep,

And exhausted by crying and with contrite
spirit they now stand in the darkness,

Still the lips mowe, praying—but the heart is
pierced within,

Without a spark of hope in the heart and
without a glimmer of light in the eye

The hand will grope in the darkness, seeking
support—but there is none . . .

Thus still will smoke the wick after the end of
its oil,

Thus will continue an old horse whose
strength is broken.

Would that a single tale of consolation could
Jfree them of their trouble,

To be for them restoration of soul and sustain
their old age!

Behold the fast is finished, they have read
“Vayechal” and said “Aneinu”—awhy

Does the congregation tarry—Have they still
to read “Eicha”?*—

No! Behold a preacher ascends the pulpit,

Behold he opens his mouth, stammers and
Stutters his words,

Plastering whitewash and muttering verses
upon their fresh wound,

215: Psalms 59:7 & 15. 216: Psalms 34:19.

217: 1 Samuel 1:13; Ezekiel 15:4. 218: Job 18:5.

219: Deuteronomy 28:29; Isaiah 41:17 & Ezekiel 7:25.

223: Psalms 19:8 & Ruth 4:15. 228: Ezekiel 13:10; [saiah 1:6.

e

“Book of Lamentations.
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Not even one divine word Sfrom his mouth can
escape,

Nor one small spark does he kindle within
their heart;

The flock of God stands with, its old men and
with its young;

These hearing and yawning and those
shaking the head:

Death marked their forehead and their hearts
were crushed to destruction.

Their spirit died, their strength has gone, and
their God has forsaken them,

But you, do not pity them, do not vainly shake
their wounds,

Nor overfill for nothing their overflowing
trouble;

Wherever your finger touches—there will be a
mortal wound,

All their flesh hurts—but they have grown old
with their pain

And made peace with their lives of shame,
what profit is there that you console them?

Too wretched are they that one could be angry
with them, too lost are they that one could
be merciful to them;

Leave them alone and let them 80—Behold the
stars come out,

Mourning with head covered and ashamed
like a thief

229: Deuteronomy 4:33; Ezekiel 34:10 & Psalms 119:43.
231: Jeremiah 13:17: Exodus 10:9. 232: Psalms 22:8,
233: Ezekiel 9:1; Isaiah 24:12. 234: Deuteronomy 34:7;
Psalms 71:11.  235: Jeremiah 16:5. 237: Jeremiah 15:18.
238: Job 14:22. 241: Nehemiah 4:15. 242: Esther 6:12;
Jeremiah 2:26.
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Each man with the plagues of his heart
returns homeward,

His back more doubled over than before, his
soul emptier than before,

Each man with the ravages of his heart goes
to bed

Rust upon his bones and rot in his heart . . .

And it will be when you arise the next day and
£0 out to the crossroads—

You will see the mass of broken men groaning
and moaning,

Assembling at windows of rich men and
camping upon doorways,

Publicly displaying their wounds like
peddler his merchandise,

One whose skull was crushed and another
with a wound on his hand and a bruise,

All of them stretching forth a feeble hand or
uncovering a broken arm,

And their eyes, beaten servants’eyes, toward the
hand of their masters,

Saying: “I have a crushed skull, my father is a
martyr—give their reward!”

And the rich men, merciful men, are filled
with mercy for them

And give them from within a staff and
haversack for each of them,

Saying: “Good riddance!”—and the beggars
are consoled.

243: 1 Kings 8:38. 244: Isaiah 29:8.

246: Habakkuk 3:16. 247: Judges 19:9 & Job 1:5:
Ezekiel 21:26. 248: Ezekiel 9:4. 251 Proverbs 23:29;
Isaiah 1:6. 252: Isaiah 52:10 & Ezekiel 4:7;

Job 38:15.© 253: Psalms 123:2.
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To the cemetery, beggars! Dig up the bones of
your fathers

And the bones of your martyred brothers and
Sill your haversacks

And carry them on the shoulder and go out to
the road, prepared

To do business with them at all of the
markets;

See for yourself a place at the crossroads, for
everyone to see,

And spread them before the sun upon your
filthy rags,

And with a parched throat sing a beggardly
song over them.

Call out for charity to the nations and pray
Jor nations’ mercies,

As you sinned so will you stretch a hand; as
you have schnorred so will you schnorr.

And now what are you doing here, son of
man, get up, flee desertward

And carry with you there the cup of sorrow,

And rend your soul there into ten pieces

And give your heart food for powerless wrath,

Let your great tear descend there at the head
of the rocks

And your bitter roar send forth—that it may
be lost in the tempest.

[1904]

262: Ezekiel 28:18. 263: Jeremiah 8:2.

264: Psalms 69:4 & Ezekiel 15:4. 2635: Proverbs 14:34.
267: 1 Kings 19:9. 269: 1 Kings 11:31 & Joel 2:13.
270: Isaiah 40:29. 271: Lamentations 2:18.

272: Genesis 27:34.
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