SHALOM HARTMAN 10 " 4
INSTITUTE 1nma m‘;uf

A Day of Learning

for Our Hostages

Monday, September 30

~

#ﬁtlemrmruhﬁhmmg

/ il

{
1

Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night:
The Death of Moses in the Torah and the Midrash
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Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross, On Death and Dying (1969)

This source sheet was prepared for A Day of Learning for Our Hostages on September 30, 2024,
a day of learning together as a community to honor the shloshim of the six hostages murdered in
August, show solidarity with the hostages still in captivity, and call on the Israeli government and
the international community to prioritize their return.



Rabbi Burton Visotzky, PhD is Appleman Professor of Midrash and Interreligious Studies
Emeritus at JTS. There, he directs the Milstein Center for Interreligious Dialogue. Visotzky also
serves as the Louis Stein Director of the Finkelstein Institute for Religious and Social Studies. He
is @ member of the Council on Foreign Relations and a past officer of the International Jewish
Committee on Interreligious Consultations.

The Shalom Hartman Institute is a leading center of Jewish thought and education, serving Israel and
North America. Our mission is to strengthen Jewish peoplehood, identity, and pluralism; to enhance the
Jewish and democratic character of Israel; and to ensure that Judaism is a compelling force
for good in the 21st century.
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Deuteronomy (Devarim) 32:48-52

48That same day Adonai said to Moshe,
49“Go up into the ‘Avarim Range, to
Mount N’vo, in the land of Moav across
from Jericho; and look out over the
land of Kenaan, which | am giving the
people of Israel as a possession.>°0On
the mountain you are ascending you
will die and be gathered to your
people, just as Aaron your brother died
on Mount Hor and was gathered to his
people. > The reason for this is that
both of you broke faith with me there
among the people of Israel at the
M’rivat-Kadesh Spring, in the Tzin
Desert; you failed to demonstrate my
holiness there among the people of
Israel. >2So you will see the land from a
distance, but you will not enter the

III

land I am giving to the people of Israel.
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Deuteronomy (Devarim) 34:5-8

>So Moshe, the servant of Adonai, died
there in the land of Moav, as Adonai had
said. ®He was buried in the valley across
from Beit-P‘or in the land of Mo’av, but to
this day no one knows where his grave is.

"Moshe was 120 years old when he
died, with eyes undimmed and vigor
undiminished.
8The people of Israel mourned Moshe on
the plains of Moav for thirty days; after
this, the days of crying and mourning for
Moshe ended.
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3.

Midrash Mishle Ch. 14

A. Rabbi Abbahu said: Come see how hard
it was at the hour of Moses, our master's
departure from the world. For when God
told him: Your time has come to depart the
world, Moses began to scream and cry.

He asked God: Master of the Universe, Was
it for naught that | labored? Was it for
nothing that | worked like a horse for Your
children? Now, shall my finale be the
grave? My end as dust? If You could see it
my way, may You afflict me with suffering
but don't hand me over to the pangs of
death. (Of this David spoke,) God, afflict me
with suffering, but give me not unto death
(Ps. 118:18).

God said to him: Moses, | have taken an
oath that one sovereignty may not overlap
another by even a hair's breadth. Thus far,
you were king over Israel; now is the time
for Joshua to be sovereign over them.
Moses answered God: Master of the
Universe, in the past | was the master and
Joshua my disciple. Now I'll be his disciple
and he shall be my master; just don't let
me die!

God said: If you can do it, go right ahead.

B. Moses immediately went to Joshua's
door, where he stood in service upon
Joshua - posture bowed, arms crossed. It
completely escaped Joshua's sight that it
was our master, Moses, standing in service
upon him.

As was their custom, the Israelites rose
early to pay their respect at Moses' door,
but they did not find him. They asked:
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Where can Moses be? And were told: He
rose early to pay his respects at Joshua's
door. So, they went and found Joshua
seated and Moses, our master, standing in
service upon him. They asked: Joshua,
Joshua, what is this you have done? Moses,
your master, stands in service upon you,
his posture bowed, his hands crossed!
Joshua's eyes were opened, and he noticed
it was Moses standing in service upon him.
Immediately Joshua prostrated himself
before Moses and wept: Father! Father!
Master! Master! Father - in that you raised
me since | was a child, Master - who has
taught me wisdom.

C. The sons of Aaron stood on Moses' right
and Joshua on his left. They asked him: Our
master, Moses, what have you done? He
replied: Leave me be, thus has God told
me, Do this for Joshua that you not die!
Rabbi Shmuel bar Nahmani quoted Rabbi
Yohanan: At that moment all Israel sought
to stone Joshua to death but for the pillar
of cloud which interposed between them.
They then said to Moses: Conclude the
Torah for us! But the traditions were
forgotten by Moses and he did not know
what to answer them.

At this failure Moses fell to his face and
said: Master of the Universe, My death is
better than my life (Jonah 4:3). When God
saw that Moses reconciled himself to
death, God eulogized him: It is written,
Who will stand up to Me for this nation of
wicked, who will stand watch for Me on
behalf of this nation of evildoers (Ps.
94:16)? Who will stand up to Me in the
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wars of My children when they sin before
Me?

The angel Michael came and bowed before
the Almighty. He said before God; Master
of the Universe, Moses was Yours in life, so
he is Yours in death. God responded: |
lament not for Moses but for Israel, for
many was the time that they sinned and he
stood and prayed and abated My wrath, as
it is said, God would have destroyed them
but for Moses, God's chosen one, who
stood in the breach and assuaged God's
anger from its destroying fury (Ps. 106:23).

D. They came and said to Moses: The
moment for your departure from the world
has arrived. He said to them: Israel, my
children, forgive me for all that | have
troubled you. They answered: Our master,
Moses, you are forgiven, you are forgiven.
Then they said to him: Moses, forgive us
for all that we have angered you. He told
them: My children, you are forgiven, you
are forgiven.

They came and told him: But half a
moment remains for you to depart the
world. He took his two hands and folded
them upon his heart. He then wept and
said; Surely my two hands which received
the Torah from the mouth of the Almighty
will now fall to the grave.

They came and said to him: The moment
for your departure from this world is
ending. At that moment Moses cried out
mightily to God. He said: Master of both
Worlds, if You take my soul in this world,
will You return it to me in the Coming
Future?
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God answered: By your life! Just as you
were the head of them all in this world, so
will you be in the Coming Future, as it is
said, He comes as the head of the people
(Deut. 33:21). Why so? Because of the
righteousness he performed for Israel, as it
is said, He has done the righteousness of
God, and His judgments with Israel (Deut.
33:21). Rabbi Nehemiah explained: What
did he do? He taught them Torah, laws, and
righteousness.
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4. Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross, On Death and Dying (1969)

Elisabeth Kiibler-Ross, On Death and Dying (1969), wrote of the “Five Stages of Grief.”
Those stages are 1) denial, 2) anger, 3) bargaining, 4) depression, 5) acceptance.
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