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Drawing on collective Jewish wisdom and the personal experiences of
Hartman’s network of North American and Israeli research fellows, faculty,
rabbis, and Jewish communal professionals, our new blog Notes for the Field
offers guidance, inspiration, and support for navigating the challenges facing
the Jewish people today.
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The pain of October 7 and the war in Gaza have cast a shadow over every holiday
on the Jewish calendar this year. Now that Passover is over, our attention is turning
to Yom HaShoah. In light of the excruciating realities of the current conflict, how
will we honor the memories of those who were murdered in the Holocaust?

Last year, the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America published a haggadah for
Hitkansut, a new ritual for Yom HaShoah developed by the Center for Ritual at the
Shalom Hartman Institute in Jerusalem. The Hitkansut haggadah offers a liturgy for
commemorating the Shoah in the 21st century, as the number of survivors left to
tell their stories is dwindling. Like the Passover hagaddah, the text for Hitkansut
follows a specific order, moving from remembering Jewish life before the war, to
lamenting the loss of that life, to confronting evil, to celebrating human dignity. It
moves participants from kinah (lamentation) to kimah (rising up again) allowing for
silence, for family stories, for song and for reflection along the way. The ritual is
meant to be modified and adapted, both by the host who can choose which texts
and stories to include in each section and by participants who are invited to share
their own family stories, names, memories, and ideas.

Although it was originally designed before October 7, | believe that the ritual of
Hitkansut can hold both the pain of the past and of the present. Ideally, all ritual
can give structure and direction even as the feelings and thoughts we bring to it
may be chaotic and overwhelming, if we engage with intention. This year, that
means that we must commemorate the Shoah and all that it means to our families
and the Jewish people, while also explicitly acknowledging that we are living
through a moment that reverberates emotionally and spiritually with Shoah
remembrance.

If you plan to host Hitkansut this year, | recommend that you acknowledge the
complexity and pain of this year from the outset, even in your invitations to the
gathering. Introduce music that is particularly evocative this year, such as
“Acheinu,” a song pleading with God to have mercy on Jews living in dire straits
that’s become an anthem for the hostages in Gaza, or “Hatikvah,” the Israeli
national anthem and an expression of eternal Jewish hope. Include new readings
and images that resonate with the need to confront contemporary evil and
recognize that we have the fortitude to stand up again.
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| find these two contemporary poems translated from Hebrew particularly

powerful for this purpose:

Rabbi Mori Lidar, “The Houses There Are Similar to Mine”

The houses there are similar to mine

The paths are also a bit cracked

and the grass between the fences

is yellowing a little at the edges,

The surrounding trees that paint everything green

Here and there

A shoe that a dog took to nibble from one of the back yards
And a scooter and a bike and a ball

waiting for the kids to play again

and run and fall and fly and dream

And it could have been my home

and it could have been the path below it
and my lawn

and the ball and the bike and their ball
all thrown aside

And there is no longer anyone who will pick up and will throw
and will drop and will fly and will dream

and all around

the trees that stand and are silent, are still

kneeling and bowing in this evil wind

here and here and here and here

and cannot escape

Aharon Bas, “Zachor/Remember”

Remember what Amalek did to you

on your journey, after you left Egypt
how he surprised you on the march
and when you were on European soil
in the gas chambers and incinerators

in ghettos that are crying in pain

and while sitting in the envelope towns
how he pursued and captured and tortured and murdered
from youth to the elderly

from toddler to old

children and women in one day
Remember

Remember and never forget

YHub DINIT DY DXNIAN
,NSP DPYTON DD¥aWN D)
LN PAY RYT
,NNPA NN N8P

2520 Y9N NN DOYINY 22200 DINYD

[PARLAl

oWy N9

MINNN NNRND WIVID NPY 295V DY)
17) 19N LYPNPY

PNYY IINY 0X19°0 DYONN
DIZNTY T NP N1

YHw NdaN NPNY 91D N NN
YNNNN DYavn MY 51D D AN
YW RUTM

NOYW NTIM PINM NTOM

T¥2 DOPIN

YN 939 PITVY DYPY ) 72D PN
DN

220M

DMINYT ,DOPMYY DI TNIVY DINYN
NINTD IYIN N2 DMNNYNI DIYND
INIDY INDDY JNODY INDD

.MN2D DINIONN XN

PoNY 0 NYY IUNR IR NN
DYINNN TNNNL 7172
172 TP IWN

NN NNTR DY TNPN
MTIWNM DX INNI
ANDN NP MNLVI
quVIYN Y2V TAIVIND)
NN MIYY NIYY 9T IWUNR
PT TV VN

NWW TV 590

TN DY DOWUN q0

B)=l

NOWN SN NN



