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Dasee Berkowitz is an executive facilitator, educator, and 
coach. She is also the author of Becoming a Soulful Parent: A 
Path to the Wisdom Within.  

David Dishon is a Shalom Hartman Institute faculty 
member and co-founder of Hartman’s Charles E. Smith High 
School. He is the co-author of A Different Night: The Family 
Participation Haggadah. 

Jessica Fisher is Director of Rabbinic Enrichment at the 
Shalom Hartman Institute of North America. 

Tamar Elad-Appelbaum is the rabbi and founder of Kehillat 
Zion, Jerusalem and co-founder of the Shalom Hartman 
Institute and Midrasha Israeli Rabbinical Seminary and 
Rabbanut Yisraelit Network. 

Iris Eliya Cohen is a fiction writer and poet. Her first novel, 
Maktub, won the Israeli Minister of Culture Award and the 
Ramat Gan Literature Award. Her second novel, Dushinka, 
Neshama, was nominated for the Sapir Prize. She published 
“For Weeks I’ve Been Bleeding Poems” on November 26, 
2023. It will appear in her forthcoming book, And Sometimes 
a Woman (in Hebrew).   

Rachel Goldberg is the mother of Hersh Goldberg-Polin, who 
was wounded and then kidnapped from the Nature Music 
Festival at Kibbutz Reim by Hamas.  

Avner Goren, a child of Kibbutz Nir Oz founders, and his 
wife, Maya, were murdered in their home when Nir Oz was 
attacked on October 7. 

David Grossman is an Israeli novelist. “Tikvah/Hope: The 
Enclave of Freedom in the Human Soul” is an excerpt from a 
speech he delivered at the Frankfurt International Book Fair 
in 2020 during the height of the pandemic. 

Eleanor Harrison Bregman Once an ordained Christian 
minister, Eleanor Harrison Bregman served as the Protestant 
chaplain at the Jewish Home and Hospital in the Bronx and as 
the Director of Multifaith Initiatives at Romemu, a synagogue 
in New York City. Since 2020, Eleanor has been exploring her 
family’s legacy of slavery on land in South Carolina, which 
has led to several projects related to land, race, money, and 
reparative genealogy. She recently converted to Judaism. 

Donniel Hartman is President of the Shalom Hartman 
Institute, author of Who Are The Jews—And Who Can We 
Become?, and host of For Heaven’s Sake, one of the most 
popular Jewish podcasts in North America. 

Michel Kichka is an Israeli cartoonist and illustrator. He 
illustrated Israeli Haggadah and A Night to Remember: The 
Haggadah of Contemporary Voices. 

Yehuda Kurtzer is President of the Shalom Hartman Institute 
and co-editor of The New Jewish Canon. 

Sara Labaton is Director of Teaching and Learning at the 
Shalom Hartman Institute of North America. 

Joshua Ladon is Director of Education at the Shalom 
Hartman Institute of North America. He is one of the co-
hosts of the Shalom Hartman Institute podcast, Perfect Jewish 
Parents. 

Jacky Levy is a popular Jerusalem performer and author of 
children’s stories. His relatives in Kibbutz Nir Oz, Sahar and 
Erez Calderon, ages 16 and 12, were kidnapped by Hamas 
and taken to Gaza on October 7, then redeemed in a hostage 
exchange after 52 days in captivity. Their father, Ofer, who was 
injured in the attack, remains captive.   

Oded Mazor is the rabbi of Kol Haneshama, a reform 
synagogue in Jerusalem.  

Ziva (Tezezew) Mekonen Degu served as Executive Director 
of the Association of Ethiopian Jews  between 2011-2019. She 
is a co-founder of “Mothers on Guard,” an anti-racism activist 
group calling for justice for young Ethiopian Israelis suffering 
from police brutality. Born in Ethiopia, Ziva lives in Jerusalem 
with her family. 

Vlada Nedak is Executive Director of the all-Ukrainian Jewish 
women’s organization, Project Kesher.   
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Helen Diller Institute at the University of California, Berkeley. 
She is one of the co-hosts of the Shalom Hartman Institute 
podcast, Perfect Jewish Parents. 
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Avraham Shlonsky was an Israeli poet who made aliyah from 
Ukraine in 1922. 

Leah Solomon is the Chief Education Officer at Encounter. 

Mishael Zion is founder of Kehillat Klausner in Jerusalem 
and founding director of the Mandel Leadership Institute’s 
Program for Leadership in Jewish Culture. He is formerly a 
fellow of the Kogod Research Center at the Shalom Hartman 
Institute in Jerusalem. He is the co-author of Israeli Haggadah 
and A Night to Remember: The Haggadah of Contemporary 
Voices.   

Noam Zion is a Senior Fellow Emeritus at of the Kogod 
Research Center at the Shalom Hartman Institute. He is 
the co-author of A Different Night: The Family Participation 
Haggadah, Israeli Haggadah, and A Night to Remember: The 
Haggadah of Contemporary Voices.


