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1. Talmud Bavli Hagigah 4b
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When Rav Huna reached the verse (about Jews coming on pilgrimage to Jerusalem three
times a year - Exodus 23:17 - which says) “will appear (yera'eh)” but can also be vocalized
as “He will see (yir'eh)” he cried. (Yera'eh,“will appear,” refers to the obligation of
Israelites to appear before God, but the Yir'eh, “He will see,” focuses on God seeing those
who come to Jerusalem.) He said: A servant whose master anticipates seeing him, the
master will distance himself from him? As it is written: “When you come to appear before

Me, who asked this of you, to trample My courts!” (Isaiah 1:12).
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When Rav Huna reached this verse, he cried: “And you shall sacrifice peace-offerings, and
you shall eat there” (Deuteronomy 27:7) [about crossing the Jordan River and doing a
ceremony, offering sacrifices on Mt. Eval]. A servant whose master anticipates eating at
his table, the master will distance himself from him? As it is written: “To what purpose is

the multitude of your offerings to Me? says the Lord” (Isaiah 1:11)...
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When Rabbi Ami reached this verse, he cried: “Let him put his mouth in the dust, perhaps
there may be hope” (Lamentations 3:29). He said: All this and only “perhaps”!? When
Rabbi Ami reached this verse, he cried: “Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you
will find shelter on the day of the Lord’s anger” (Zephaniah 2:3). He said: All this, and only
“perhaps”?! Likewise, when Rabbi Asi reached this verse, he cried: “Hate the evil, and love
good, and establish justice in the gate; perhaps the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious

(to the remnant of Joseph)” (Amos 5:15). All of this, and only “perhaps”!?...



2. Talmud Bavli Hagigah 5a-5b
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“Then My anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and | will forsake them, and |
will hide My face from them [and they shall be devoured]” (Deuteronomy 31:17). Rav
Bardela bar Tavyomei said that Rav said: Anyone who is not subject to God’s hiding of the
face is not from the Jewish people; anyone who is not subject to: “And they shall be

devoured” is not from the Jewish people...
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The verse states: “But if you will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret (be-mistarim)
for your pride” (Jeremiah 13:17). Rav Shmuel bar Inya said in the name of Rav: The Holy

blessed One has a place to go and cry, and its name is Mistarim (lit., hidden places).
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