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The Human Soul in the Candle of God (Prov. 20:27)
1. Moshe Di Leon, Shekel Hakodesh, Western Gate, Element — Earth
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The essence of faith and the root of the holy intention for a human being in this world is to serve
his Creator, to repair his soul, to be enlightened with the light of the living (Job 33:30).

And delve deeply, because the secret of faith and the root of intention is that a person in this
world be a foundation and seat upon which may rest the Throne on High.

He is the wick, and the mitzvoth and the good deeds are the oil to prepare the wick and to provide
the oil on the head of the wick, so that the radiant light will shine on her so that she will be
illumined before her Creator.

And this is what the master of secrets said: ‘May your clothes always be white and no lack of oil
on your head,” (Kohelet 9:8) so that this light of which we spoke will shine upon her and her candle
will not go out by night (Pro 31:18).

And the essence of the mitzvoth and good deeds that a person does in this world is to prepare his
soul and to repair great and good matters above,

and draw forth upon him the abundant light from above.



2. Zohar 1:83a-b
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The Soul — Nefesh, Ruah, Neshamah
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At night | yearn for You with all my being, | seek You with all the spirit within me. (Isaiah 26:9)
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“Nefesh, ‘soul,’ is lower arousal, supporting the body, nourishing it.* The body fastens on her; she
is fastened to the body. Afterward she is arrayed,? becoming a throne on which settles ruah,
‘spirit,”3 through the arousal of nefesh fastened to the body,* as is written: until spirit is poured
upon us from on high (lsaiah 32:15). Once both have been arrayed, they are ready to receive

! Nefesh, ‘soul,’ is lower arousal... She vitalizes and animates the body.

2 Afterward she is arrayed The nefesh is adorned and enhanced by virtuous conduct of the limbs
of the body.

3 a throne on which settles ruah, ‘spirit’ Ruah constitutes a higher illumination.

4 through the arousal of nefesh fastened to the body The holy actions of the body are inspired by
the nefesh.



neshamah, for ruah becomes a throne for neshamah. This neshamah is concealed, supreme above
all, hidden of all hidden. Consequently, there is throne upon throne, and a throne for the highest
above them.> When you contemplate the rungs you discover the mystery of wisdom.® All is
wisdom, in this way grasping the concealed.

“Come and see: Nefesh, lower arousal, cleaving to the body like the light of a candle.” The lower
light, which is black, cleaves to the wick, never parting from it, arrayed by it alone.® Once arrayed
by the wick, it becomes a throne for the white light settling upon the black light.® When both are
arrayed, the white light becomes a throne for a concealed light—invisible, unknowable—settling
upon the white light.1° Then the light is perfect.

5 there is throne upon throne... The body constitutes a throne for nefesh, nefesh for ruah, and
ruah for neshamah.

6 When you contemplate the rungs... Through contemplating the levels of soul, you discover the
mystery of the divine.

7acandle Aramaic, X1¥1a (bofsing), “lamp,” employed by Targum Ongelos (e.g., Exodus 27:20; 30:7-8) to
render the Hebrew word 21 (ner), “lamp” and later, “candle.”

8 The lower light, which is black, cleaves to the wick... This dark light cleaving to the wick symbolizes
nefesh, which cleaves to the body. See the discussion of the colors of the flame in Zohar 1:50b-51b,
77b.

° the white light... Symbolizing ruah, which provides greater illumination.

10 a concealed light—invisible, unknowable... The halo around the white flame symbolizes
neshamah, the highest level of soul.
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| form light and create darkness, | make weal and create woe— | the LORD do all these things.

(Isaiah 45:7)
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3. Zohar 111:80b
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Rabbi Yitshak said, “When the blessed Holy
One unveiled the world and sought to
reveal the deep from within the hidden and
light from within darkness, they were
intermingled—for out of darkness issued
light, and out of the hidden was revealed
the deep, one issuing from the other. Out of
good issues evil, out of Compassion issues
Judgment. All is interwoven—the good
impulse and the evil impulse, right and left,
Israel and the other nations, white and
black, all suspended in oneness.”1!
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“As light has an advantage TYNN 2 (min
ha-hoshekh), from darkness (Ecclesiastes
2:13)—the benefit of light comes only from
darkness. What always enhances white?
Black. For were it not for black, white would
not be recognized; because of black, white
is elevated and glorified.”*3

11 When the blessed Holy One unveiled the world... At Creation. All opposites are interdependent, deriving
ultimately from Oneness. Evil issues from good, since it is the residue of the refining process of emanation.
See Daniel 2:22: He reveals the deep and the hidden; He knows what is in darkness, and light dwells with
Him.
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13 qwn 1 (min ha-hoshekh), from darkness... Instead of the simple meaning: over darkness.
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Rabbi Yitshak said, “This may be compared
to sweet with bitter, for a person does not
know the taste of sweet until he tastes
bitter. What makes this sweet? You must
admit, bitter. This corresponds to what is
written: One against the other God has set
(Ecclesiastes 7:14). And it is written: [48a] It
is good that you grasp this, and from the
other as well do not withdraw your hand
(ibid., 18).

God said, “Let there be light!” (Genesis 1:3).
This is the light that the blessed Holy One
created at first. It is the light of the eye. This
is the light that the blessed Holy One showed
Adam, who gazed with it from one end of the
universe to the other.' It is the light that the
blessed Holy One showed David, who
praised it, declaring: How abundant is Your
goodness that You have hidden away for
those in awe of You! (Psalms 31:20). This is
the light that the blessed Holy One showed
Moses; by it he saw from Gilead to Dan.?®

When the blessed Holy One saw that three

wicked generations would arise—the

generation of Enosh, the generation of the

14 with it he gazed from one end of the universe to the other See BT, Hagigah 12a: “Rabbi
El'azar said, ‘With the light created by the blessed Holy One on the first day, Adam could gaze
and see from one end of the universe to the other. When the blessed Holy One God foresaw the
corrupt deeds of the generation of the Flood and the generation of the Dispersion [the
generation of the Tower of Babel], He immediately hid the light from them, as is written: The
light of the wicked is withheld (Job 38:15). For whom did He hide it? For the righteous in the time
to come.”” See Bereshit Rabbah 3:6.
15 from Gilead to Dan When he was about to die, Moses ascended Mt. Nebo in Moab and was
shown the entire land of Israel from a distance. See Deuteronomy 34:1-5, where Gilead as far as
Dan refers to just one part of the entire landscape. See Sifrei, Deuteronomy 338, where Rabbi
Yehoshu’a says that Moses was able to view the entire land because God “placed power in
Moses’ eyes and he saw from one end of the world to the other.” According to the Zohar this
power derives from the primordial light.



NOV YT ININ 1) — NADON T Dy
2 wnned

12 WHNYM NWND 17apn MmN NN
1Y 00 1D INIY DN DYDY
YOV INASNY (22 MNY) IMNIVIND
95 DI DN NYOHY INKRDY /DN
DY THYY TY MNN N7IAPN POVI ;YIS
Y DYM ,NNNN DR DAPY D N
NDY 110 DD 12 vNnwm NIRD NN
MY TY POX 2IPY DX M PP
(O 15 DY) :INNIW D 1M DY MO
,TO0D 12 GOYNIN JPON NI INIY
TN DVW (2 TP OYNN) :NOVW N

BIa)a i

v = INIROTY NN ONY

PPMY ,TYVIND TINN XY NIND NN
IMNNDY TY 999 PNRVLN DY PNINONA
DN PNV TN D22V PPN, INIY NIND

)2 NIV NIRM,NVNROY TYIND

NIPIWY NN NVNOY TYIND N
JN2Y9 RIP TUNSY 12 2INOY 0D

(25 2> 2PR) INOVHIND MY N O
OV 27 UIYN M NIPRY Ny
21 DIND TYIND IIRN OX : ININ
DN DMN DD DN DINANY 1IN N
—MPMY DNY DINNP NN DNPHY
DYPNYL DNMIX DD NON MDD NN

Flood and the generation of Dispersion—He
hid it away to prevent them from using it.
The blessed Holy One gave it to Moses, who
used it for the three remaining months of his
gestation, as is said: She hid him for three
months (Exodus 2:2).®* When three months
later he was brought before Pharaoh, the
blessed Holy One took it away from him,
until he stood upon Mount Sinai to receive
the Torah, when He restored that light to
him. He wielded it all his days, and the
children of Israel could not approach him
until he placed a veil over his face, as is said:
They were afraid to come near him (Exodus
34:30). He enwrapped Himself in it as in a
tallit, as is written: He wraps in light as in a
garment (Psalms 104:2)....

“Let there be light!” ...

“That light radiated from the midst of
darkness hewn by truncheons of the
Concealed of All,*” until a single secret path®
was carved by the hidden light, leading to
darkness below, where light dwells. Who is
darkness below? The one called Night, of
whom is written: And the darkness He called
Night (Genesis 1:5). So we have learned:
Revealing depths out of darkness (Job
12:22).719

Rabbi Yose said, “If you say they are
revealed from sealed darkness, we can see
they are concealed—all those supernal

16 the three remaining months... See Mekhilta de-Rashbi, Exodus 6:2;.

17 by truncheons... Aramaic, *199p2 (be-qulpoi), “by his clubs.” The darkness is carved by divine
blows. See above, 29a: “By the impact of His truncheons, ramparts are revealed.”

18 a single secret path... The path of emanation, or, specifically, Yesod, who conveys the
emanation to Shekhinah.

19 Revealing depths... See above, 30b: “Then the immense abyss arose in darkness, and darkness
covered all, until light emanated, split the darkness and radiated, as is written: Revealing depths
out of darkness, bringing pitch-blackness to light.”
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crowns—and we call them depths. Why,
then, revealing? Because all those supernal
concealments are revealed only from the
darkness abiding in the mystery of Night.

“Come and see: All those concealed depths
emerging from thought, conveyed by the
voice, are not revealed until the word
Who is the word?
Speech..This speech deriving from the side

reveals them.

of darkness reveals depths.”

Rabbi Yitshak said,
meaning of the verse: God separated the
light from the darkness (Genesis 1:4)?”

“If so, what is the

He replied, “Light generated day, darkness
generated night.20 Afterward He joined
them together and they became one, as is
written: There was evening, there was
morning: day one (ibid. 1:5), for night and
day are called one. As to what is written: God
separated the light from the darkness, this
pertains to the time of exile, when division

prevails.”

Rabbi Yitshak said, “Until now the male was
in light, now the female is in darkness,
reflecting its light. Later they join together,
becoming one. How are they differentiated,
light from dark?
differentiate, yet both are as one, for there

distinguishing Rungs
is no light without darkness, no darkness
without light.2! Though one, they diverge in
color;?? even so, they are one, as is written:
“day one.”

20 Light generated day... The sefirah of Hesed, symbolized by light, emanated Tif’eret, while
Gevurah, symbolized by darkness, emanated Shekhinah. See above, 16b-17a.

21 Rungs differentiate... The sefirot are differentiated, yet still unified. On the interdependence
of light and darkness, see Zohar 2:187a; 3:47b.

22they diverge in color As different frequencies of the wavelengths of light yield different colors.
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Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook

(Exodus 28:1) Then bring near to you Aaron
your brother, and his sons with him, From the
midst of the Children of Israel, to serve me as
priests

Happy are Israel who have entered and
emerged, and know the mysterious ways of
Torah, so as to walk the path of truth!

“From the midst of the Children of Israel.
Why from the midst of the Children of Israel?
Well, nothing is drawn near, to be fittingly
one, except from the midst of the Children of
Israel.

For the Children of Israel exist below

to open ways,

to illumine paths,

to kindle lamps,

and to draw everything from below above,
so that all will be one.

Therefore it is written: You, cleaving to YHVH
your God, are alive every one of you today!
(Deuteronomy 4:4).”
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Every person must know and understand that deep within them a candle burns, and their candle

is unlike the candle of any other. There is no person without a candle. Every person must know

and understand that it is upon them to toil and reveal the light of their candle for others. They

must kindle them into a great torch that will illuminate the entire world.



8. Hayyim Nachman Bialik, “Volunteers for the Nation”
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Uncover the light! Reveal the light!

Should the mountains of darkness be piled upon us, all the sparks will not gutter, be snuffed out.
From the mountains of night, a flame will yet be mined, from the crevices of the rock, a myriad
of sapphire gems.

On the very bedrock of the people, in the depths of its soul, the Shekhinah will yet spark forth
and shine.

O, Let us go forth to the great task!

Let us roll away, roll away the mountains of darkness,

Let us uncover the layers of copious light,

O, you children of the Maccabees.

Odessa, 1899, Tishrei



	1. Moshe Di Leon, Shekel Hakodesh, Western Gate, Element – Earth
	2. Zohar I:83a-b
	3. Zohar III:80b
	4. Zohar III:47a–48a
	5. Zohar I:31b
	7. Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook
	8. Hayyim Nachman Bialik, “Volunteers for the Nation”

